Six-year-old CJ is (reluctantly) staying with his (extremely over-the-top) Nana, in a world considerably
different from the one he’s used to (his phone and tablet). The disagreeable (and let’s just admit it,
whiny) child is dragged on a bus ride that’s loud and gritty and weird. Guided by his veritable
force-of-nature Nana, CJ travels a little closer to his roots and sees that things are not always what
they seem. This is one hip-hop, eclectic, heart-thumpin’, toe-tappin’ joy ride.

November 9 — 22, 2020
Based on the Newberry Award-winning book
Written by MATT DE LA PEÑA, Illustrated by CHRISTIAN ROBINSON
Adapted for the stage by CHERYL L . WEST
Music and lyrics by LAMONT DOZIER and PARIS RAY DOZIER
Directed by HENRY GODINEZ
Co-commissioned with the CHICAGO CHILDREN’S THEATRE
For curious 5-YEAR-OLDS AND UP
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We love to hear from YOU!
Letters can be mailed to:

For virtual activities, videos, and more join the
creativity on Flipgrid!
https://flipgrid.com/ctcvalaststop

Children’s Theatre Company
c/o Cast & Crew
2400 3rd Ave S
Minneapolis, MN 55404
or

Submit your questions online at
www.childrenstheatre.org/
offbookquestions
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Get the Facts about Homelessness
15,000

People experience homelessness
in Minnesota on any
given night
Of people experiencing homelessness
are under the age of 18

46%

1 in 4 homeless adults report their first
experience with homelessness was as a child

Of homeless minors are
enrolled in school

There are many reasons why a person may
experience homelessness– in MN the top causes
are:







Lack of affordable housing
Lack of access to employment
Chronic health conditions or mental illness
History of abuse
Discrimination in housing policies
Family rejection of minors from the LGBTQ
community

34%

91%

Of Minnesota's homeless
population are children

Get Involved!
These are local Twin Cities organizations supporting people
experiencing homelessness:
People Serving
People

Avenues for
Homeless
Youth

St.
Stephen’s

Face to Face
Alexandria
House

Visit mnhomeless.org for more information about homelessness in Minnesota
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Springboard ideas of what to talk about, write about, or
explore while connecting ‘Last Stop on Market Street’ to
your curriculum

Hold a food drive for
your local soup
kitchen at your
school or community
center. Create
posters to advertise.

Read Last
Stop on Market
Street by Matt de
la Peña.

Nana volunteers
at the local soup kitchen
to show kindness in her
community. What do
you do to show
kindness in your
community?

How does CJ
change throughout
the story? How
does Nana
change?

Have you ever felt
homesick? What
made you feel better?
What advice would
you give to someone
who is feeling
homesick?

Compare and
contrast the book
and play.

Show kindness in
your community by
making cards or
baked goods for your
bus drivers or others
community members.

If you met CJ
on his first day with
Nana, what advice
would you give him
to help him not feel
so homesick?

Mr. Vernon encourages
CJ to “let your ears be
your eyes.” Close your
eyes and listen. What
sounds do you hear?
What is something you
didn’t notice before?

Create a map of
your community
featuring the places
that are important
to you.

Draw a picture or write
about what you imagined
happened in the story
after CJ and Nana left the
soup kitchen. Where did
they go? What did they
do together?

Jojo gets very angry
at CJ for calling him
stinky. Have you
ever had a fight
with a friend? How
did you become
friends again?

Rewrite or retell
the story from the
perspective of Nana.
How does the story
change?

Who are the
people in your
neighborhood?

Nana encourages CJ to
see beauty in his
surroundings. Look
around you and observe
what makes your
surroundings beautiful.
What is something you
didn’t notice before?
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What makes your
neighborhood
special?

CJ often feels grumpy
in this play. When
have you felt grumpy?
What made you feel
better?

What is the
lesson
or message of
Last Stop on
Market Street?

What does
community mean to
you? How does your
community look,
sound, smell, and
feel?

Volunteer at
your local soup
kitchen.
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Class act: Actor’s Tools
Actors use many tools to help them tell a story – three we focus on at CTC are body, voice, and
imagination.
Explain that projecting means using a loud voice and enunciating means speaking clearly. Have
students practice projecting and enunciating by saying the title of the play, Last Stop on Market Street as
a group, and then individually.
Brainstorm emotions that actors might portray. Try saying, “Last Stop on Market Street” using those
emotions. Students will naturally begin to use their body to portray the emotion as they say the line.
Brainstorm how your body looks or feels different when you are feeling these emotions. Allow a few
students to showcase their work as a solo.

Class Act: Frozen Portraits
Objective: This activity challenges students to create original dialogue and examine the emotions of
characters. Students will use observation skills and defend their observations using evidence from the
scene.
Directions: Brainstorm with students important moments from the story or play. Choose a specific
moment to build a tableau. Tableau is an acting word for frozen image. Choose five students to be actors.
Have the first student come to the front of the class and say “This scene needs...” For example, if the scene
is Nana’s House, a student might say, “this scene needs a clock.” The student will then use their body to
become that character or object. The remaining 4 students add into the scene, one at a time, until all five
students are working together to create the objects/characters in the scene.

Mix it up!
Instead of doing the activity as a large
group, split into smaller groups. Give
each group a different plot point in the
story. Showcase each of the tableaus
and allow the remaining students to
guess which scene the group is
portraying. Encourage them to defend
their guess with evidence from the
scene.

Once all the students are frozen in the scene, allow each to
make up a line of dialogue their character or object would
say. Challenge the students to connect to what the other
actors are saying to create a conversation. Ask the rest of
the class to make observations about the scene and defend
their analysis with evidence from the scene (facial
expressions, levels, etc).
With the actors still frozen in tableau, allow each to say
what their character might be thinking or feeling in the
scene. Reflect on how what we say and what we think are
different. How do you decide what to say out loud and
what to keep to yourself?
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Class act: Character Bus
Objective: This activity gives students the opportunity to try on different characters and explore their
traits.
Directions: Set up a group of chairs in the front of the room to represent a bus. There should be one
chair for the driver and 4 — 5 other chairs for riders of the bus.
Elect one student to play the role of driver. They should sit in the driver’s seat. 4 — 5 other students
will choose a character to become and ride the bus. It sometimes works best to have stock characters
in a hat for students to choose from.
Driver student will pretend to drive to the bus stop and open the door. One character student will
board the bus and act as that character. The driver will continue to drive and pick up characters. The
drivers goal is to guess who each of the characters are. When they guess correctly, that character
exits the bus at the next stop. The driver and characters should converse as their character, revealing
character traits.
If driver student becomes stuck and cannot guess the remaining characters, the teacher can yell “Last
Stop on Market Street” and all characters must exit the bus. Allow the character students to reveal
their characters. Remind students that the point of the activity is not to trick the bus driver but to
clearly portray the character. Once students get the hang of the exercise, you can give them the
freedom to choose their own characters. This is also a great opportunity to use characters from the
story, characters you are studying in other subject areas, or historical figures.

Class Act: Story Dance
Objective: This activity encourages students to create a dance inspired by the plot points of a story.
This activity provides students with kinesthetic anchors to remember a sequence of events or facts. This
activity can be done after reading the book Last Stop on Market Street or after seeing the play.
Directions: Challenge the students to identify 4 - 8 parts or plot points of the source story. (The more
plot points, the longer the dance)
To start, students are only going to focus on the first story point. When you say “go” students will
perform a short, repeatable action that represents that story point. Observe the group and choose 2 - 3
actions to feature in the dance. String these actions together into
a 4 -8 beat sequence. Practice that phrase a few times, then do
Mix it up!
the same for the rest of the plot points. Don’t forget to go back
Instead of using plot points from
and rehearse often to review.
If you would like to set your dance to music, discuss as a group
what type of music you should choose. Discuss the emotions of
your dance. What type of songs might convey that emotion?
Perform your dance!
Children’s Theatre Company – Last Stop on Market Street

a story, create a dance inspired
by vocabulary words, historical
events, or other curriculum
anchors. This activity can also be
done in small groups.
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Class act: Stand up if
Objective: This exercise activates prior knowledge around concepts or topics in life, reading, and
writing. The exercise also builds community as participants share and observe common experiences and
celebrate differences.
Directions: Ask students to stay seated at their desks. Tell students they will hear a series of prompts
starting with “Stand up if…” If the statement applies, they should stand. Choose a couple of students to
ask follow-up questions related to the statement. All students sit again before being prompted with
another “stand up if” statement.
Begin with non-content related prompts to establish the pattern and get everyone moving and listening.
Then move to content related statements that will gradually get more sensitive and/or detailed as the
exercise progresses.

Mix it up!

Sample Dialogue:

“Stand-up if…”:
General Statements
I like pizza
I play a sport
I play an instrument
I have seen a play before
I have been in a play before

Instead of sitting at desks, students
stand at one end of the classroom
space or playground. Instead of
standing up if the statement is true for
them, they cross the room or space.
Change the prompt to
“Cross the room if…”

Statements related to Last Stop on Market Street
I have traveled by bus
I like animals
I have felt grumpy
I have friends who are different than me
I have done something nice for my community
I have said something that hurt someone’s feelings.
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Write it Out: Paper Bag Stories
Objective: This activity challenges students to create original stories with unconventional characters.
This activity also challenges students to challenge perspective.
Directions: Collect 2 paper bags and assign a prompt from the table below for each bag. For example,
you might choose to have a ’common objects’ bag and a ’settings’ bag. Write examples of these things on
slips of paper and place them in the perspective bag. Write enough slips to have one for each student in
each bag.
Paper Bag Prompts
Common Objects

Emotions

Animals

Physical Actions

Settings

Characters

Allow each student to choose one prompt from each bag and challenge them to write a story about
those things.
Have students trade stories with another student. Students will read the story they were given and
re-write the story but from the perspective of a different character. Share the originals and adaptations
with the rest of the class. What changed in the story?

Write it Out: Music-Art-Story
Objective: This activity challenges student to identify emotions in music, create art inspired by those
emotions, and write about imagined events.
Directions: Choose a snippet of music (about a minute works well) from a specific genre such as
classical, rock and roll, or gospel. Play the piece of music and ask student to simply listen to the music
sample. It may help if they close their eyes. When the piece of music is done, ask students to write or
share aloud some emotions they felt during the song.

Play the same piece of music again and this time, instruct students to draw a picture while listening to the
song. When the song is over, give students time to share their art with a partner or with the class. Ask
them to share what emotions inspired the artwork and make connections to times they felt that emotion
in their life.
Choose another snippet of music from an alternative genre. Do the activity again with this piece of
music. When they are finished, students should have 2 pieces of art inspired by 2 separate pieces of
music.
Challenge students to write a story connecting the two pieces of art. Ask for student volunteers to share
their story and drawings. If time, choose a few stories to act out as a class.
Children’s Theatre Company – Last Stop on Market Street
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Team Builder: Sensory Mindfulness
Objective: This activity uses the 5 senses to help ground students and to release stress. This activity is
useful to help calm students after a high energy activity before preparing for a low energy activity. This
activity can be used in a large group setting or one on one.
Directions: Gather students in the calm environment. Wiggle all of the fingers on one hand and
encourage students to do the same. Keep wiggling until all students are focused on you and mimicking
your actions. You will then wiggle each finger individually while doing the prompts below. You can
instruct students to identify those things aloud, point to them, or simply think about them. Take a deep
breath between each of the prompts. By the time you finish, students should feel calmer and focused.


Pinky finger– identify 5 things in the room you can SEE.



Ring finger– identify 4 things in the room you can FEEL.



Middle Finger– identify 3 sounds in the room you can HEAR.



Pointer finger– identify 2 things in the room you can SMELL.



Thumb– identify 1 thing you can TASTE in your mouth.

Team Builder: Neighborhood Map
Objective: This activity challenges students to think critically about their community and build special
awareness. This activity works best in a large open space such as a gymnasium, classroom with desks to
the side, or outside.
Directions: Tell the students that we are going to map the neighborhood in this open area using our
bodies. Decide collectively where the school should be located on this map. Ask students to identify other
locations in the neighborhood (post office, park, home, store, etc.) and stand where those are located on
your map. You can mark these locations using cones or assign students to play the roles of those
locations.
Once your map is established, ask students to step to a place that feels like home. This could be their
physical home or it could be a place of home or comfort in the neighborhood. If students are comfortable,
you can ask them to identify for the class where they choose and why they choose that location.
Next, ask students to step to a place they wish they could spend more time. Again, if students are
comfortable, you can ask further questions to help them think deeper.
If you would like to explore deeper, you can ask students to step to a place where they have felt like an
outsider. This is a prompt where students might not be comfortable sharing but allow space for any that
would like to share.
Discuss as a class what you learned in this activity. Did the students learn anything about their fellow
classmates?
Children’s Theatre Company – Last Stop on Market Street
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Design Challenge
A sound designer is someone who thinks about what the world of the play sounds like
including the music and noises in the background. Close your eyes and listen to the sounds of
your classroom. Write what you hear below:

Now think about the world of Last Stop on Market Street. On the left is a list of locations in the
story. Brainstorm on the left the sounds you might hear in that location.

Location

Sounds

Nana’s House

City Bus

Streets of the City

Soup Kitchen

Work individually or as a team to create the sound effects you brainstormed above.
Experiment with found objects to make the sounds or use technology. Focus on
one location or create them all! Showcase your work for your class or family.
Children’s Theatre Company – Last Stop on Market Street
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Character Reactions
CJ and Nana react differently to different situations in the story. Write about CJ & Nana’s reactions to
the circumstances in the chart below.

CJ

Nana

Riding on a bus

Meeting new people

Being in a new
environment

Volunteering at the Soup
Kitchen

Going to Church

Having Electronics

How would you react to
the situations above?
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Book

Musical

Use the Venn Diagram below to compare and contrast the book by Matt de la Peña and the musical Last Stop on Market Street.

Last Stop on Market Street Venn Diagram

Story Sequence
So much happens in the plays we see and the books we read! See if you can remember the order of
events in Last Stop on Market Street by numbering the pictures below from 1st — 8th.
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Design your own bus using the template below. Who is on your bus? Where is your bus going?

Design Your Own Bus!

Cork Board Conversations
Use the sticky notes below to think critically
about Last Stop on Market Street .

My Rating of Last Stop on Market Street at
Children’s Theatre Company
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Further Resources
More about Last Stop on Market Street
Matt de la Peña reads Last Stop on Market Street
https://youtu.be/KAjF2vfwOas

Meet Matt de la Peña & Christian Robinson by Scholastic
https://youtu.be/0-m6mIZY8aI

On Board a City Bus, A Little Boy Finds the Route to Gratitude– NPR
https://www.npr.org/2015/02/06/383856887/on-board-a-city-bus-a-little-boy-finds-the-route-to-gratitude

More about Matt de la Peña
Matt de la Peña biography
http://mattdelapena.com/bio/

Why We Shouldn’t Shield Children from Darkness by Matt de la Peña
http://time.com/5093669/why-we-shouldnt-shield-children-from-darkness/

From Reluctant Reader to Best-Selling Author– NPR
https://www.npr.org/2017/06/16/533260528/matt-de-la-pe-a-from-reluctant-reader-to-best-selling-author

2016 Newbery Medal Speech
https://youtu.be/w1_7_cw4MkQ

Matt de la Peña on Diversity in Children’s Literature
https://chireviewofbooks.com/2016/03/25/matt-de-la-pena-interview-last-stop-on-market-street/

Questions? Contact School Engagement Coordinator at
schools@childrenstheatre.org
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